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Part 1 
(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC) 

 
ITEM NO. 
 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 

 REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
SERVICES  

 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
 

TO CABINET ON TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2020 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
 

TITLE: APPROVAL OF SCHOOLS BUDGETS 2020-21 (Schools Block Funding) 
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 
The government has allocated the dedicated schools grant (DSG) for 2020-21. 
 
The Salford schools funding formula has been applied to each school and academy. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

It is recommended that Cabinet approves the school budget allocations for 2020-21. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  
 
This report outlines the Salford schools local funding formula (schools block funding) 
budgets for 2020-21.  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  
Available for inspection: 
Salford’s funding formula  
Department for Education DSG funding allocations 2020-21 (available on-line) 
 
The following documents contain exempt or confidential information and are 
not available for public inspection: 
Appendix A - Salford Schools Budgets (schools block) 2020-21 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
 
DETAILS: See below  
 ___________________________________________________________________  
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SOURCE OF FUNDING: Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) 
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  
Supplied by: 
Chris Mee - Strategic Finance Manager    
Debbie Fulton - Finance Officer                  
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: Service Reform – Finance  
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
CONTACT OFFICERS:  Chris Mee        Tel. No.  0161 778 0434 
                                        Debbie Fulton Tel. No. 0161 778 0486                       
 ___________________________________________________________________  
 
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All 
 ___________________________________________________________________  
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REPORT DETAIL 
 
1. Introduction 

 
1.1 The dedicated schools grant (DSG) allocation is split into four funding blocks: 

schools block, central schools services block, early years block and high 
needs block. The funding blocks are ring-fenced, but local authorities retain 
limited flexibility to transfer up to 0.5% of their schools block funding into 
another block, with the approval of schools forum.  
To make such a transfer, local authorities need to consult with schools and 
academies, and the schools forum should take into account the views of the 
schools/academies responses before giving their approval. 
  
The DSG funding for 2020-21 is allocated using per pupil unit rates for primary 
and secondary pupils per local authority.  

 
The schools national funding formula (NFF) is to be introduced in April 2021 
and LA’s have been encouraged to implement the NFF locally as soon as 
possible. Salford has been transitioning to the NFF over the last two years. 

 
1.2 This report covers the part of the schools block that is related to the individual 

schools delegated budgets.  
Special schools and pupil referral units are funded from the high needs block 
using a different methodology and are not included within this report. 

 
2. Dedicated schools grant 2020-21 

 
2.1 The dedicated schools grant initial allocation for 2020-21 has been provided 

by the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA). Salford’s total allocation 
for the four funding blocks is £229.895m before recoupment for academies 
funding and the deductions for high needs places funded directly by the 
ESFA. 

           The schools block funding available for allocating to individual schools 
budgets is £171.378m. This is an increase of £9.686m compared to the 
allocation for 2019-20 (£161.692m). The increase is £2.365m for pupil number 
growth and £7.321m for the schools funding uplift. 

 
2.2 The total DSG allocation is provisional at this stage and is subject to a number 

of changes for early year’s pupil’s final numbers following the January 2020 
census. Note: This will not change the schools block funding amount. 

 
3. Schools budget allocations 

 
3.1 The funding for schools and academies is allocated through Salford’s locally-

determined formula, as approved by Cabinet, after consultation with schools, 
academies and schools forum.  

           The individual school’s pupil data released with the DSG allocation for 2020-
21 enables the funding formula to be updated with current pupil numbers and 
characteristics from the October 2019 schools census. 

 
3.2    The LA consulted with schools and academies regarding the transfer of 0.5% 

funding from the schools block to the high needs block, the same as in 2019-
20 and 2018-19, due to the increased demand for high needs provision. 
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Schools forum did not approve the transfer of funding from the schools block 
for 2020-21. 

3.3  The consultation included information about the change to the internal 
calculation for the additional notional SEN protection funding. This funding is 
part of the high needs block and is allocated to individual schools where 
applicable. The change was due to be implemented in 2019-20, with Schools 
Forum support for this change, but was delayed to give schools more time to 
plan for the change. The response to this year’s consultation led to Schools 
Forum no longer supporting this change but the officer recommendation is 
that this should now be implemented. Schools have also been given adequate 
notice of the change and it is a key part of the High Needs Deficit recovery 
plan as our current scheme is too generous when compared to others. 

 
           
          The calculation will use lower threshold amounts and this could result in 

reduced amounts allocated to schools through the additional notional SEN 
protection funding process.  This ‘safety net’ of additional funding where the 
spending commitment exceeds circa 90% of the SEN Notional Budget is 
considered beneficial by Headteachers; however, the mechanism should 
deliver a relatively small amount of resource. To support the change, schools 
will use the SEN mapping toolkit as a further mechanism to compare SEN 
funding levels and actual costs to demonstrate underfunding issues.  

          This change was discussed with schools forum and will be implemented in 
financial year 2020-21. 

           
 
3.4    The local formula calculates a funding requirement of £169.976m. This is an 

increase of £10.494m compared to the budget for 2019-20 (£159.482m). The 
increase is due to pupil number growth and the schools funding uplift detailed 
in section 2.1, and the retention of funding in the schools block due to not 
transferring 0.5% into the high needs block. 

          The difference between the DSG schools block allocation and the local 
formula requirement is £1.4m. This £1.4m is allocated for the growth budget 
required to fund the schools with increased pupil numbers for the seven 
months period from September 2020 to March 2021. 

 
3.5     There have been some amendments to the local funding formula to enable the 

final move to the national funding formula. Salford’s local formula is now at the 
NFF factor unit rates with the area cost adjustment percentage added and a 
minimum funding guarantee set at +1.84%.  

           In addition, there is £415k surplus funding available and this has been split 
between the two sectors in proportion to the basic entitlement amounts. This 
has resulted in an addition of £12.68 to the primary basic entitlement per pupil 
factor, £17.84 to the secondary KS3 basic entitlement per pupil factor and 
£20.25 to the secondary KS4 basic entitlement per pupil factor. 

  
3.6    An analysis of the individual school budget allocations, comparing 2020-21 

allocations with 2019-20, has been prepared. This part 2 information is 
presented separately at Appendix A. 

            
           There are 13 primary and 1 secondary school/academy with a budget 

decrease in 2020-21 compared to 2019-20. For all these schools/academies, 
this is due to a decrease in the pupil numbers. 
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           Note: The budget decreases are not as high as they would have been in 
previous years and some schools with a pupil number decrease do not have a 
budget decrease. This is due to the higher level of additional funding allocated 
by central government in the DSG schools block. 

 
  4         Conclusions 

 
4.1 The government has allocated DSG for 2020-21. 
 
4.2   The Salford schools funding formula has been applied to each school and 

academy. 
 
5         Recommendations   
 
5.1 It is recommended that Cabinet approves the schools budget allocations for 

2020-21. 
        


